
GORING-ON-THAMES  

PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Colin Ratcliff, Clerk to the Council 
             

                                     3 April 2019                                                                                                
            

All Councillors are summoned to a meeting of Council, to be held at the 
Bellême Room, Village Hall, Goring on Monday 8th April 2019 at 8.00pm 

Public and press are invited to attend 

 
 

 

  AGENDA – COUNCIL MEETING 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence. 

2. To receive declarations of interests. 

3. Public forum: An opportunity for the public to address the council. With the permission of the 
chairman, the public may also speak about specific items of business as they arise. 

4. To approve minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2019. 

5. Matters arising from those minutes not elsewhere on the agenda. 

6. To receive chairman’s report and announcements.     

7. To consider reports on the NP Strategic Project for Goring CE Primary School (BU)  
          (Appendices A, A1) 

8. To receive a report on the NP Strategic Project for traffic management, parking and pedestrian 
safety in the village centre (DB)        

9. To receive a report from County Councillor / District Councillor Kevin Bulmer  

10. To receive a report from the Police. (JW) 

11. To consider a report on Recreation Grounds issues. (LR)   (Appendix B) 

12. To consider reports on Play Equipment in Gardiner Recreation Ground(BU)   
          (Appendices C, C1, C2)  

13. To receive a report on White Hill Burial Ground issues including an update on rabbit control.  
(MBu / BU)  

14. To receive a report regarding planned events in the village. (CH)  

15. Parish Finance: 

15.1. To approve payments for March 2019.    (Appendix D) 

15.2. To note receipts for March 2019.     (Appendix E)  

15.3. To note the bank account and reserves balances as at 31 March 2019.  
          (Appendix F) 

Members are respectfully reminded of the obligation to declare any interests relevant to business to be conducted at this 
meeting and of the convention as to withdrawal from the meeting for the relevant item unless the interest is not one that 

debars the member from speaking thereon. 
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16. To consider a proposal for a replacement Freedom of Goring Awards Board  (Appendix G) 

17. To consider the following planning application: 
P19/S0336/FUL - The Boathouse High Street Goring RG8 9AB Demolition of existing fire 
damaged dwelling and boathouse.  Application for replacement dwelling out of the floodplain 
(as amended by drawings received on 20 March 2019). 

18. Reports from Planning Committee – to receive minutes of the meeting held on 26 February 
2019.  

19. Matters for future discussion. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GORING ON THAMES PARISH COUNCIL 
Bellême Room, Goring Village Hall 7:30 pm Monday 11th March 2019 

 
Members Present: 
Chairman    Kevin Bulmer (KB) 
Members    Bryan Urbick (BU) 
     Lawrie Reavill (LR) 
     Catherine Hall (CH) 
     David Brooker (DB) 
     Mary Bulmer (MBu) 
     Matthew Brown (MBr) 
Officers Present: 
Clerk     Colin Ratcliff (CR) 
Assistant Clerk    Mike Ward (MW) 
 
11 members of the public and press   
 

19/24 To receive apologies for absence. 
 John Wills (JW) and Debbie Gee (DG) 
  
19/25 To receive any declarations of interests 
 None 
  
19/26 Public Forum 
 Tom Rothwell (NPSG) said the Examiner’s report is now due at the end of March, a referendum 

may therefore be mid to late June. KB noted purdah for upcoming elections may have an effect on 
timing. 

  
19/27 To approve minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2019. 
 Resolved: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman. 
  
19/28 Matters arising from those minutes not elsewhere on the agenda. 

1 Minute 19/14/5 Internal Auditor’s error has been corrected. 
2 BU said a walkabout the village had taken place with members of GGIB, GPC Cllrs were meeting in 

the coming week to go through the checklist and would update soon. 
  
19/29 To receive chairman’s report and announcements. 
 KB said that recent street lighting outages were mains supply faults and not due to any GPC 

owned equipment. MW said most had now been repaired. 
  
19/30 To receive a report on the NP Strategic Project for Goring CE Primary School 
 BU said the group had been working with three governors who had decided to go forward with a 

staged approach building on the existing site. At the next GPC meeting he will present a request 
for use of some of Bourdillon Field as a sports field. 

  
19/31 To consider a report on the NP Strategic Project for traffic management, parking and pedestrian 

safety in the village centre, including proposals for a planter on the pavement outside Davis 
Tate, trees and planters set along the verge outside The Rectory Garden and for concrete 
footings to take lockable bollards to be installed in the Community Centre Car Park. 

 DB presented Appendices A and A1. 
Regarding a planter outside Davis Tate 
Resolved: That the proposal for a planter be approved with funds coming from the Strategic 
Project EMR. 
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Regarding the proposal about the verge outside The Rectory Garden – some differing views were 
aired by Cllrs and the public; including recycled hitching rails, small no parking notices, potential 
destruction of an iconic view, deregulation of civil enforcement powers, permanence of trees, 
potential pavement heave. DB therefore withdrew the proposal pending further options to be 
considered. 
DB introduced a proposal to replace a damaged concrete bollard outside Glebe Cottage 
Resolved: That GPC replace the broken bollard with a similar one (a donation towards the cost has 
been offered) 
Regarding the proposal for installation concrete bases to hold lockable posts in the Community 
Centre Car Park 
Resolved: That the proposal be approved. 

  
19/32 To receive reports from County Councillor / District Councillor Kevin Bulmer.  
 Appendices B, B1 and B2 were received and noted. 
  
19/33 To receive a report from the Police 
 None 
  
19/34 To receive reports on Recreation Grounds issues (LR) and on The Rectory Garden 
 Appendices C and C1 received and noted. LR circulated additional plans and photographs 

(appended to the minutes). 
  
19/35 To consider a Duty of Care Report from Heritage Tree Services on trees in Gardiner Recreation 

Ground following inspections recommended by SODC 
 Appendix D refers.  

Resolved: That the higher risk (priority 1) recommendations only be actioned. 
  
19/36 To receive a report on White Hill Burial Ground issues. 
 MBu reported that moss on the driveway was being dealt with and a new memorial bench had 

been installed. There was an issue with rabbits digging up the burial ground which despite the 
Clerks’ efforts to fill holes, was getting worse and she asked council for their views on control. It 
was agreed to investigate a suggestion for using humane control methods. 

  
19/37 To consider a memorial headstone request out of keeping with the regulations and existing 

styles. 
 Differing views were held on whether or not the application was outside the regulations or should 

be allowed. BU noted that should it be allowed the regulations might need amendment, 
particularly regarding the statuary / relief aspects. 
Resolved: To allow the application 

  
19/38 To receive a report regarding planned events in the village. 
 CH reported that no booking had yet been made for a GM event at Sheepcot. Terms and 

conditions were sent soon after the last meeting. 
  
19/39 Parish Finance: 

1 To approve payments for February 2019  
 Resolved: That the payments be approved 
  

2 To note receipts for February 2019 
 Noted 
  

3 To note the bank account and reserves balances as at 28 February 2019   
 Noted 

  

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com



 

 
 
Signed:                                                                                                               Dated:    2019 
 
Page | 753 
 

4 To consider a budget adjustments report 
 Resolved: That the proposals in Appendix I be approved 
  

19/40 To consider adoption of an updated NALC code of conduct and consequent amendments 
required to Standing Orders and Regulations (proposed and seconded at last meeting). 

 Resolved: That the updated code of conduct be adopted by GPC 
  

19/41 To ratify John Wills, Catherine Hall (GPC) and Ned Worsley (NPSG) being liaison contacts with 
SODC for their Conservation Area Appraisal. 

 Resolved: That the positions be ratified. 
  

19/42 To consider a report on a remote back up system for GPC’s IT system 
 Resolved: That the proposal in Appendix J be approved 
  

19/43 Reports from Planning Committee – to receive minutes of meetings held on 22 January 2019. 
 Minutes received.  
  
19/44 Correspondence 

1 To consider a report on resurfacing of the pavement in Wallingford Road / Gatehampton Road 
following works by Network Rail.  

 John Boler said he also had a draft specification for the works but that it would need specialist 
expertise to progress. 
Resolved: That GPC formally apply to OCC for approval of a scheme as described. 

  
19/45 Matters for future discussion 
 BU – Review of White Hill Burial Ground memorial regulations 
  
  
 The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:42 pm. 
  
 Abbreviations (where used): 
  
GGIB Goring Gap in Bloom 
GGN Goring Gap News 
GM George Michael 
GPC Goring on Thames Parish Council 
MIGGS Mobility Issues Group for Goring and Streatley 
NALC National Association of Local Councils 
NP Neighbourhood Plan 
NPSG Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
NWR Network Rail 
OCC Oxfordshire County Council 
PCSO Police Community Support Officer 
SODC South Oxfordshire District Council 
TVP Thames Valley Police 
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REPORT – UPDATE ON SCHOOL PROJECT APPENDIX A 

 

- 1    - 

 

 

 
The school governors, have agreed in principle – subject to ability to finance – a staged approach to 
rebuilding the Goring Primary School on its existing site,  The proposal, as put together by the School 
Strategic project group is attached. 
 
To do this, the school will need to have formal approval to fence off part of the Bourdillon Field to be 
used as a field for the school during school hours.  A plan will be put forward to allow community 
access in non-school hours.  The school will also need to move the play equipment to be outside the 
fenced area. 
 
It is proposed that the Council agree to the idea in principle of allocating some of the Bourdillon Field 
(as indicated above) at nominal rent and to put together a suitable draft agreement.  This agreement 
would not come into effect until the school has secured funding for Phase One of the redevelopment 
and would (I suggest) be conditional on the Governors committing fully to keeping the school on its 
current site. 
 
Cllr Bryan Urbick 
2nd April 2019  
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Phase Four (b) – final phase
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Though the phase one may be attainable (we 
should know for certain in the summer, if not 
before), the subsequent phases are not.  And 
even though each phase provides a functioning 
space, we don’t have any guarantees.

What about disruption of the pupils, and the 
hassle of having to work around the building 
sites?

It will take 8-10 years to finish the project.

Perhaps not as initially expected, a new, purpose-
built school with capacity to expand was the 
objective of the recent campaign. 

This will provide a future school, for the next 100 
years and beyond.  By focusing the design on 
contemporary pedagogy, we are able to provide 
even better education for all our pupils –
especially to those who are needing extra 
support. 

The various entities (OCC, SODC, GPC) and the 
community is likely to get behind and support the 
plan.  As an action, we will seek ways to get 
community engagement in all aspects to 1) 
reduce costs; and 2) engender ownership of the 
project and its success

It is important to be ‘good stewards’ of the money 
available from the Diocese, and by having a 
forward thinking plan we are utilising it in a way 
that is genuine investment rather than simply 
repair something that does not have a long-term 
future.

This proposal is a big commitment; it seems uncertain –
why should we move forward and take the risk?

24
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Next steps

Planning permission –
not certain if with OCC or 
SODC, but will need plans 
– and then there is a 
statutory consultation 
and determination period 
(8-13 weeks) before 
decision is taken.

Proper design – to do this 
we will first ask Original 
Field of Architecture, and 
failing that, go to other 
architects.

Phased plan – ensure 
that our thinking is 
deliverable.

Costings – working to 
engage community for 
some aspects to reduce 
costs and foster 
‘ownership’ of the 
project.

Create the ‘story’ – need, 
modern educational 
philosophy, sustainability, 
benefit to Goring 
community

Engagement of 
stakeholders – District 
Council, County Council 
(OCC Education, others), 
Diocese, MP, etc

Fund-raising – grants 
from granting bodies and 
trusts; S106, CIL (SODC 
managed as well as PC), 
other sources

25
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Q & A
and Discussion



Thank you
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Appendix B 

Recreation Issues - April 2019 Update  

 

Sheepcot Recreation Ground  

The problem of dog droppings on the football pitches used by the Goring Robins has been 

raised again. A report on the matter is attached. The Goring Robins management committee 

has been asked for their current views. 

The Robins management teams are asking for permission to use mobile goal posts, and to 

store them during the season at the side of the Sheepcot field. Currently, de-constructible 

goal-posts are used. These are stored within the pavilion, which causes problems with 

maintaining the area clean. 

Mice have been discovered in the pavilion. The Clerk has obtained a lockable container to 

house mouse repellent, and some material to be stored in it. 

The lighting equipment currently used during the winter for training sessions has proved to 

be unreliable and inadequate. GPC have received a request for the provision of more 

powerful lighting on the roof of the pavilion. If this is acceptable, the proposers would be 

requested to put forward a detailed and costed plan. The requirement for planning 

permission would also need to be investigated.  An agreement in principle is needed from 

GPC for the proposers to prepare a plan. 

Gardiner Recreation Ground 

Work on the design of the exercise trail is proceeding.  

Bourdillon Field 

Nothing to report. 

Rectory Garden 

Following discussions between Cllrs. Reavill and Urbick concerning the longer term 

management of the Rectory Garden, and those at the March GPC meeting, the advice of the 

Chilterns Conservation Board has been sought. Their first suggestion is to add some wild 

flowers to the Garden to make it more colourful. Further discussions are planned. So far, 

there have been no suggestions as to how to deal with the problem of the overgrown trees.  

 

 

Lawrie Reavill 

03.02.2019 
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Appendix B 

 

Dog-poo, Dog Park, or another solution? 

The problem of dog litter has been formally raised with a recent complaint to GPC (and in the GGN) 

by an outraged parent. Despite the efforts of a number of parents to clear the football pitches on 

the Sheepcot Recreation Ground of dog litter, children playing football are still being contaminated 

with dog droppings. The parents complain that these incidents are both very unpleasant and 

potentially harmful to the children. 

The problem has occurred frequently in the past, and there is no easy reliable solution. Responsible 

dog owners want to exercise their pets off the leach on the Sheepcot, and are careful to pick up any 

droppings. It seems that there are irresponsible owners who do not do this, or unaccompanied dogs 

which roam the field, and use it as a toilet. Parents of Robins footballers are demanding that dogs 

should be kept on a lead when on the field, but dog-owners ask for the right to allow their dogs the 

free exercise which the Animal Welfare Act requires. 

GPC have submitted articles to the GGN urging dog owners to “scoop the poop”, and for 

responsibility dog-owners to teach less responsible owners the error of their ways. The use of PSPOs 

(Public Space Protection Orders) has been considered, but even when and if these become available, 

the problem of enforcing such orders remains. The Telegraph reported in 2016 that dog-walking in 

public parks had been banned or severely restricted in more than 3,300 parks and open spaces. 

However, in many public parks, dogs are free to run “off the leach”. 

One solution which has been used abroad, particularly in the USA where dog walking is tightly 

controlled, is to separate the dogs from the children by designating separate areas for both. The 

dogs are allowed (with their owners) to roam free in “Dog Parks”, and strictly banned in places 

where children play. The Kennel Club opposes Dog Parks on the grounds that they are often too 

small, ill maintained, and do not allow the animals to get sufficient exercise. 

I have looked at dog parks, mostly in cities overseas, and they seem to work well for the smaller 

animals. Possession of a dog is an entry requirement. They are fenced, often with a sand surface, 

and frequented by happy dogs and responsible owners. These owners no doubt make sure that the 

less responsible owners behave. 

So, is this a possible solution to the problems at Sheepcot? Should GPC consider the provision of a 

fenced-off dog park? If so, where would we put it, what would the cost be, and where could we 

obtain money to support such a project? 

Alternatively, should we try-out some of the ideas, (generally of the “name and shame” type), which 

has been suggested, to get the irresponsible owners to mend their ways. Should we extend the 

requirement for dogs to be kept on leads, also suggested?  Would it be possible to employ someone 

part-time to keep the field clean? 

I have had some feed-back from Robins supporters and have asked the organizers for a comment. 

 

LRPR 

25.03.2019 
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REPORT – GARDINER PLAY EQUIPMENT CONSULTATION Appendix C 

 

- 1    - 

 

 

 
See attached the outline plan by our appointed Landscape Architect for some new equipment in the 
Gardiner Recreation Ground. 
 
I propose we begin a robust consultation on this – with stakeholder groups, all parishioners, and 
children.  After the consultation we can adjust the plan as appropriate and submit for planning 
permission.  After that point, we can determine the phasing of the project, if needed. 
 
 
Cllr Bryan Urbick 
2nd April 2019  
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1. Half-log walk

5. Monkey bars

8. Scramble net climber 9. Log walk weaver 10. Chicane

6. Inclined balance weaver 7. Log traverse

2. Balance beam 3. Full-log walk 4. Inclined balance beam

01.04.2019
Playspace Specification
ASA-579-DOC-01

The Gardiner
Recreation Ground
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11. Pick up Sticks 8

Goring Play Area Schedule

No Name Product Code Quan�ty
Wicksteed / Play�me by Fawns
1 Half-log walk SLWH 12
2 Balance Beam BBM325 4
3 Full-log walk SLWF 3
4 Inclined balance beam IBB24 3
5 Monkey bars HMB09 1
6 Inclined balance weaver IBW36 2
7 Log traverse LTR09 1
8 Scramble net climber ASN09 1
9 Log walk weaver LWW22 1
10 Chicane CHC04 3
11 Pick Up S�cks 8 PICUS8 1

01.04.2019
Playspace Specification
ASA-579-DOC-01

The Gardiner
Recreation Ground

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com



a) Airwalker
Fitness Urbanix - R37-UBX-224B

d) Hydraulic Shoulder Press
Fitness Urbanix - R37-UBX-247B

Proludic Outdoor Gym Equipment
Suitable from 14 years +

e) Spinning Bike
Fitness Urbanix - R37-UBX-289B

f) Shoulder Wheel
Fitness Urbanix - R37-UBX-286

b) Chin up & Dip Station
Fitness Urbanix - R37-UBX-224B

c) Hydraulic Rowing Machine (Legs)
Fitness Urbanix - R37-UBX-091B

01.04.2019
Outdoor Gym Specification
ASA-579-DOC-01

The Gardiner
Recreation Ground
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APPENDIX D

Goring-on-Thames Parish Council

Accounts for payment March 2019

Payee Description Amount Date Ref

Current Account

BGG Garden & Tree Care Litter picking February 3560 470.40£        13/03/2019 BACS 37/19

Colin Ratcliff Salary January 2310 1,429.38£  

Colin Ratcliff Car Allowance 2110 20.00£      1,449.38£     29/03/2019 BACS 40/19

Colin Ratcliff Expenses var 275.34£        27/03/2019 BACS 45/19

Heritage Tree Services Climbing Inspection 3525 234.00£        13/03/2019 BACS 36/19

HMRC PAYE & NI February 2310 838.29£        07/03/2019 BACS 31/19

J M Krzak Cleaning March 2310 316.69£        29/03/2019 BACS 46/19

M & C Landscapes Grave Digging February 3210 375.84£        28/03/2019 BACS 41/19

Mike Ward Salary 19/2 to 23/3/19 2310 611.16£        29/03/2019 BACS 39/19

Mike Ward Expenses var 43.00£          27/03/2019 BACS 38/19

Realise Futures Memorial Bench WHBG 3910 764.09£        13/03/2019 BACS 34/19

RES Fire Protection Fire Safety Service Sheepcot 2200 94.62£          27/03/2019 BACS 42/19

RES Fire Protection Fire Safety Service Gardiner 2200 26.22£          28/03/2019 BACS 43/19

RES Fire Protection Fire Safety Service OJFS 2200 78.90£          27/03/2019 BACS 44/19

Rialtas Business Solutions Cemeteries Software Maintenance 2250 226.80£        07/03/2019 BACS 33/19

SODC Dog waste bins 1/1 to 31/3/19 3560 130.97£        28/03/2019 BACS 48/19

SSE Street Lights Maintenance February 3420 1,065.91£     07/03/2019 BACS 32/19

Swift Office Stuff Office supplies var 17.34£          13/03/2019 BACS 35/19

Direct Debits/Standing Orders

Castle Water Water WHBG 2260 25.61£          12/03/2019 DD

Castle Water Water Gardiner Pavilion 2260 124.19£        20/03/2019 DD

Castle Water Water Sheepcot Pavilion 2260 33.19£          28/03/2019 DD

Grundon Waste Management Skip WHBG 3560 369.18£        20/03/2019 DD

Mainstream Digital Phone 2240 52.77£      

Mainstream Digital Broadband 2240 54.00£      106.77£        14/03/2019 DD

NEST Pension Contributions 2310 90.22£          29/03/2019 DD

SSE Street lights unmetered electricity 3420 309.68£        21/03/2019 DD

TSB Bank Charges 2580 5.00£            05/03/2019 DD

Total: 8,082.79£     
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APPENDIX E

Goring-on-Thames Parish Council

Receipts received March 2019

From Description Code Date Ref Amount

TSB Bank Interest 1190 10/03/2019 DC £73.39

SPB Stoneworks Memorial - West 1130 04/03/2019 Inv 1208 £154.17

SPB Stoneworks Memorial - Moffitt 1130 12/03/2019 500056 £154.17

Cyril Lovegrove Interment - Bonner 1130 25/03/2019 50057 £1,070.55

AB Walker Interment - Blatchley 1130 15/03/2019 Inv 1205 £1,654.00

AB Walker Interment - Ashcroft 1130 29/03/2019 Inv 1207 £1,017.01

Total: £4,123.29
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APPENDIX F

Goring on Thames Parish Council

Monthly Report Bank Account and Reserves Balances

As at: 31 March 2019

Reconciled Bank Account Balances

Current TSB £10,557.40

TSB Reserves £95,426.35

Unpresented Payments £0.00

Unpresented Receipts £0.00

VAT Control Account £3,036.65

Total £109,020.40

Earmarked Reserves (Capital and Contingency)

Operating Reserve Account R £51,000.00

Rectory Garden R £1,500.00

Ferry Lane Riverbank Repairs R £0.00

Ferry Lane Fence R £1,000.00

Tree Felling and Replacement R £11,050.00

Playground Equipment C £13,500.00

MIGGS Pavement Widening R £5,000.00

Car Park R £1,000.00

Conservation Area Appraisal R £5,000.00

Sheepcot Pavilion Refurbishment R £6,302.96

Community Infrastucture Levy C £0.00

Total Revenue Reserves £81,852.96

Total Capital Reserves £13,500.00

Total Reserves £95,352.96

General Funds Available £13,667.44

Colin Ratcliff

Clerk
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Appendix G 
REPORT – FREEDOM OF GORING BOARD IN THE GORING VILLAGE HALL 

 

- 1    - 

 

 

 
As all are aware, our ‘Freedom of Goring’ display board in the Goring Village Hall has run out of space 
to add our newest (and future) parishioners who have received this local honour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have requested quotes from four suitable companies/individuals (the 
person who originally made the Board has retired and no longer doing 
these types of jobs): 
 

• £1,033 to replicate but with other options suggested.  

• £2,993 

• No response/no quote given 

• £900 to replicate or £700 for a new larger board using the same 
crest 

 
I propose that we agree to move forward with the quote for £700 for a 
new, larger board incorporating the same crest – allowing for the one 
new name, but also give space for future Freewomen or Freemen. 
 
The Goring Village Hall trustees have agreed in principle to putting the 
new board in the existing board’s place. 
 
Cllr Bryan Urbick 
2nd April 2019 
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