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The tree survey (see tree survey attached to this report) was provided to the Landscape architect, 
along with the consultant arboriculturist s recommendation of clearing a small area, to thin some 
Nordic Spruce along the boundary, and to remove a dead ash.  This will allow for better access 
as well as a larger area for burials. 

The landscape architect revised the plan. It is now in keeping with expectations of a natural 
burial ground as well as in-line with the approved business plan. (See final plan attached to this 
report.) 

A specialist tree surgeon was asked to propose a plan in which the designated trees would be 
addressed, but also in a way that would allow for reuse of the larger tree trunks for potential use 
as benches, and to create the log-pile area for wildlife.  He has put forward a quote for the works. 

In addition, some basic clearing will need to be done to prepare the first area for burials.  The
subsequent areas will be developed and planted over time. 

The initial tree work and the clearing will need a budget of about £3,750. £2,310 of this was 
already funded by the Councillor Priority Grant received from Oxfordshire County Council (Cllr K 
Bulmer). The work was not able to commence until autumn because of nesting birds, but we 
must do this work as soon as possible (as agreed in the grant application). 

It is PROPOSED that the council: 

1. NOTE the tree survey of the new Natural Burial Ground section. 
2. APPROVE final landscape design for the Natural Burial Ground section. 
3. APPROVE the tree works and clearing works to be done (as outlined above) and allocate 

a budget for this of £3,750 (excl VAT) (£2,310 from the grant received and £1,440 from 
the designated EMR) 

4. To delegate to the Clerk or the Burial Ground Clerk to approve the final quotes for the 
works listed above. 

Cllr Bryan Urbick 
2nd September 2025 
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