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Minutes of a Meeting of the Goring-on-Thames Parish Council 
Monday 10th November 2025 at 19:30, Belleme Room, Goring Village Hall 
All Councillors are summoned to a Meeting of Goring-on-Thames Parish Council. 

 
Members of the public and press are invited to attend all council meetings. 

(Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960) 
At the start of the meeting; Questions and comments from members of the public  

(limited to 10 minutes in total)  
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting except by 
special invitation of the Chairman) to participate before the start of the meeting.  Members of the public may make only one 

address to the council of no more than three minutes’ duration and only concerning topics on the agenda.  No decision can be 
taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any matters raised for further consideration. 

 Recording of Meetings Policy; This meeting is being livestreamed as a trial. Recordings of the meeting can 
be viewed at the Council Office by arrangement. 

If anyone speaking at the meeting does not wish to be recorded, they should let the Chair of the meeting know. 
MoP 1:  Artistic Director of Gap Festival re the grant application, they wanted to thank GoTPC who have 
supported the previous festivals enabling free or low cost events.. They will also look at signage following 
concerns with 2024.  
 
Members Present: 
Chair    Cllr S Lofthouse (SL) 
Members: 
    Cllr N Mallen (NM) 
    Cllr B Newman (BN) 
    Cllr J Emerson (JE) 
    Cllr R Williamson (RW) 
    Cllr M Stares(MS) 
    Cllr B McKenzie(BM) 
    Cllr D Bermingham(DB) 
    Cllr T Thurston(TT) 
 
Officers Present: 
Clerk    S Edmunds (SE) 
 
Public and Press:  2 
 
Meeting started 19:30 
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AGENDA 

25.35.1. To receive apologies for absence. [LGA 1972 s85(1)]- 

Apologies received by Cllr B Urbick 

25.35.2. To Receive any Declarations of Interests for items on this agenda [LA 2011 s31] 
Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interest they may have in agenda items that accord 
with the requirements of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct. (NB this does not preclude any later declarations) 

25.35.2.1. To consider requests for Dispensations [LA 2011 s33] 
BM declared an interest in GAP Festival 

25.35.3. To approve the minutes of previous council meetings [LA 1972 Sch 12. Para 41(1)] 

25.35.3.1. Meeting held on 3rd November 2025 
Unanimously Approved 

25.35.3.2. Matters arising from the minutes not elsewhere on the agenda. 
None 

25.35.4. This is agenda item 25.35.12 moved up- To consider and approve a grant request from 
the Gap Festival       Appendix O 

BM spoke that it costs circa 60k, last year left 12k in reserves GA discover create perform day applied for 
the CC grant in 2025 but were unsuccessful but will reapply in 2026. SL asked JE if we could increase the 
grant budget to accommodate this as well as. Festival will be mindful of Martyns Law when planning 
events. 
Unanimously approved a grant subject to the clarification of the mechanism at the December meeting 

25.35.5. To Receive Minutes of Committees 

25.35.5.1. Planning Committee  
 Meeting Dated 07 October 2025     Appendix A 

TT said minutes mention reviewing the NP. MS said they are in the process of reviewing and further info 
to come to Feb meeting. 

25.35.5.2. Travel and Transport Committee  
 Meeting Dated 16th September 2025     Appendix B 

25.35.5.3. Finance Committee 
 Meeting Dated 16th September 2025     Appendix C 
 Meeting Dated 7th October 2025      Appendix D 

Resolved: All the above minutes were unanimously received. 
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25.35.6. To note reports from District and County Councillors 

25.35.6.1. Oxfordshire County Councillor: M Filipova-Rivers    Cllr Report 
Noted that any council taxpayer can apply for 25 days permit access to Oxford City Centre 

25.35.7. To note the current membership of committees/working groups or terms of reference 
and approve any updates        Appendix E 

25.35.7.1. To approve a new Working Group & members to work towards Cyber Essential 
Certification during the 2025-6 Financial year. 

NB the Internal Auditor said we should work towards this. 
Unanimously approved to create a CECWG with members: TT NM BN. NALC online training link to be 
shared 

25.35.8. To receive reports from each of the Committees, Working Groups or Village Liaisons: 
Where possible they should provide a written appendix and/or action list in advance of the meeting as per standing 
orders. If an appendix is not submitted, then a verbal report should be made to the meeting 

25.35.8.1. To receive an update from Traffic & Transport Committee   Appendix F 
In talks with Glanvilles re pedestrian safety projects, and the Ferry Lane path. Working towards forming 
the Wallingford Greenway. Crowmarsh are now involved. 

25.35.8.2. To receive a report from the Finance Committee    Appendix G 
JE said report should include setting up EMRs  
Motion without notice: 
 to approve setting up 390 EMR surfacing Ferry Lane and 323 Investment Interest 
Unanimously Approved to set up the new EMRs. 

25.35.8.3. To receive a report from the Playgrounds Committee   Appendix H 
BN said they are obtaining costs for resurfacing Bourdillon(snagging and ground movement due to the 
dry summer). Gardiner evaluation working group still have open questions, they anticipate bringing this 
to the next meeting 

25.35.8.4. To receive a report from the Place & Assets WG     Appendix i 
Weeding control plan- they have met with residents and will discuss further, report to follow. Garage at 
WHBG likely to need demolition (Public buildings EMR funds might be used for this 
)  IT policy in development, hoping to bring to the December meeting. TT working with assistant clerk 
regarding hedges in the village. 

25.35.8.5. To receive a report from the Sheepcot Committee     Appendix J 
SL said no new update  
All the above reports were received 
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25.35.9. Update on the CiL grant and approve any other actions required  Appendix K 

Still waiting for SODC  

25.35.10. To approve actions to address the External Auditors 2024/25 Recommendations  
            Appendix L 

TT re item 1 , checking only PDF versions are sent. Clerk confirmed only PDF’s  

Unanimously approved the actions 

25.35.11.  To approve the following policies       Appendix M 

25.35.11.1. Data Protection Policy 
SL asked Clerk to check with OALC the correct procedure for a data breach & reporting when the Clerk is 
the Data Protection Officer. Clerk to share training links with all Cllrs 

25.35.11.2. Data Retention and Disposal Schedule 

25.35.11.3. Request for Information Policy 

25.35.11.4. Subject Access Policy 

25.35.11.5. Data Breach response Plan 

25.35.11.6. Privacy Notice 
Unanimously approved all the above policies with the caveat of clarifying the Data Protection officer 
role. 

25.35.12. To approve the Environmental & Biodiversity Policy & Framework 2026-2031 Appendix N 

Unanimously approved to defer to the December meeting 

25.35.13. To approve the following motion: The Council resolves to offer the Old Jubilee Fire 
Station for sale on the open market if a completion date for the sale has not been set by the end of 
the Council’s current Financial Year (31 March 2026). 
It is now 26 months since Council resolved on 10 July 2023 (Minutes 23.11.5.1 & 5.2) to dispose of the Old Jubilee Fire 
Station, to the Medical Practise.  

.JE proposed the motion as there is an issue that passage of time will not resolve so we need to find an 
agreement or move on. An OJFS WG meeting will be held with the Drs before the next council meeting to 
discuss  

Unanimously approved to defer to the December meeting 
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25.35.14. Clerks Report & Updates          

25.35.14.1. To note the Remembrance Poppy Display has been installed on the Rectory Garden, a 
sterling effort from the collaboration between The Arts Society, Goring; The Goring Gap Local 
History Society; Goring-on-Thames Parish Council & Cleeve by Goring WI.  

Noted the incredible response from the village & media and the Council thanks all who contributed to its 
creation. 

25.35.14.2. To note the final tranche of LED light conversions (on the bridge) is due to be completed 
prior to Christmas and will save the Parish around £6.5k in running costs next year in addition to 
greater reliability and this task would not have been possible to complete so promptly without the 
assistance of Cllr T Thurston. 

Noted 

25.35.14.3. To note the change in weather means Coronation Elm will now be planted on the Gardiner 
Recreation Ground on 14th November.15.45pm, all Cllrs and residents are invited to attend.  

Noted 

25.35.15. Matters for future discussion. 
 Signage for the Bourdillon and other open spaces- include QR codes for further information (BN & TT) 
 Implications of Martyns Law on usage of our open spaces 

Update on Internal auditor recommended actions  
 Develop a rolling IT Strategy and Policy (TT & Clerk-it is anticipated that this will be in the December 

meeting) 
 To approve the Environmental & Biodiversity Policy & Framework 2026-2031 
 To report back on the meeting 14.11.25 and decide actions on the motion:The Council resolves to 

offer the Old Jubilee Fire Station for sale on the open market if a completion date for the sale has not 
been set by the end of the Council’s current Financial Year (31 March 2026). 

25.35.16. To note the date and time of the next meeting Monday 8th December at 19:30 
NOTE: Proposals of Motion to be received by the Clerk no later than 30th November please 

Meeting Closed 21:21 


